
Southern Nevada: 1111 West Bonanza Road  ~  Las Vegas, Nevada 89106  ~  T (702) 387-5260  ~  F (702) 387-2997
Southern California: 592 North Euclid Avenue  ~  Upland, California 91786  ~  T (909) 981-3141  ~  F (909) 982-0869

For 18 years Las Vegans enjoyed small 
helpings of their own rich history, served 
up by public radio station KNPR. This 
book presents more than 100 selected 
stories by historian Frank Wright.

Wright mined the pits and pockets 
of local lore for nuggets little-known to 
the public, misunderstood by most, or 
merely enough fun to be worth telling 
once more. Frank’s polite reminders were 
largely responsible for the public realiza-
tion, long overdue, that Bugsy Siegel did 
NOT conceive the Las Vegas Strip; that 
no concrete workers were accidentally 
and permanently buried in Hoover Dam, 
and that there never were any radiation-
grown giant jackrabbits at the nearby 
Nevada Test Site.

Nevada Yesterdays

Newcomers to the world-class city 
that is Las Vegas today may be unaware 
that a mere middle-aged lifetime ago, it 
was still a fairly typical Western small 
town where most people made their liv-
ings in agriculture, mining, the military, 
or working for the railroad. Newspapers 
might be delivered by horseback and 
minor league baseball was major news. 
When news ran short, Wright reveals, 
local editors sometimes made up stories, 
like the nude but evasive Eve of Paradise 
Valley.

In those days Las Vegas wasn’t fancy, 
but it was fun, and Nevada Yesterdays 
makes it live again. 

www.nevadayesterdays.com

About the 
Author
For 25 years, 
Frank Wright was 
the recognized 
authority on 
the events that 
shaped Las Vegas 
into the only city 
of its kind. As the 
curator of educa-
tion for the Nevada Historical Society, 
he not only authored monographs to 
teach school children history, but also 
undertook the delicate task of helping 
newspaper columnists, television report-
ers, and others.

 After an early career as a political 
science professor, Wright worked in the 
legendary Binion’s Horseshoe casino and 
hotel before finding his calling as a his-
torian in 1975.  He retired in 2002 and 
began working on this book, which was 
finished by his widow, Dorothy Wright, 
after his death in 2003. 
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No one knew more about 
Las Vegas history than 
Frank Wright, and no one 
taught more people about 
it. This collection is like the 
man who wrote it: careful 
with the facts, full of fun, 
and a joy to sit down and 
spend time with.
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